
P2
2-
12
5

we might have here at the Provincial Archives about this particular company.  Looking through various records I was 
able to piece a bit of a history together on the Purity Ice Cream Company.  
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ated between Young’s Grocery Store 
and Henry W. Fulton’s house on Ab-
erdeen Street, but never built, as well 
as drawings for the Branch Factory 
(1923) that was located on the corner 
of Campbell and Westmorland Streets 
down near the river.  We also have 
drawings of the Branch Factory drawings of the Branch Factory 
(1923) that was located in Petitcodi-
ac.
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Herman was foreman of the Stanley 
Street plant from 1920 to 1923 and Street plant from 1920 to 1923 and 
from 1924 to 1925 salesman at the 
new factory on City Road.  His broth-
er Augustus (Gustav or Gus) was 
head ice cream maker at Stanley 
Street from 1920 to 1923 and then 
foreman at City Road from 1924 to 
1925.  In 1922 his sister Nellie was 1925.  In 1922 his sister Nellie was 
clerk at the Lancaster Dairy office on 
Stanley or Wall Street and in 1923 
proprietor of Lancaster Dairy location 
on Prince Edward Street.

As the business expanded more and 
more staff was required to maintain 
the various factories, offices in the 
city, as well as branch factories in 
Fredericton and Petitcodiac.  For ex-
ample the 1923 Saint John City Di-
rectory shows the following company 
locations and the people working for 
Stern:
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More than likely there were more em-
ployees in 1923 but a lot of people 
never stated, for the directory where 
they were employed and therefore 
this is not a complete listing of those 
employed by Stern.  In 1924 James L. 
McGrath is proprietor of the Lancast-
er Dairy office on Prince Edward 
Street.  From 1925 to 1932 J. Frank 
Tilley is the manager of the Purity Ice 
Cream Company on City Road and in 
1926 Harry Ross is the manager of 
the Lancaster Dairy office on Wall 
Street.  In 1933 the City Road loca-
tion became Dealers Dairy.  Frank 
Tilley is no longer listed as manager 
but he is still dealing with milk prod-
ucts.

J. Harris Adams, foreman, Purity Pas-
teurizing Plant.  Maurice H. Cuthbert-
son, checker, Purity Pasteurizing Plant 
M. Palmer Goddard, employee, Purit 
Ice Cream,  Gilbert J. Hartt, manager, 
Purity Ice Cream Company.  S. 
Karmin, can washer, Purity Ice Cream 
Co.  William Kyle, helper, Purity Ice 
Cream Co. Lancaster Dairy, 3 Prince 
Edward.  Roy Mackenzie, employee, 
Purity Ice Cream Co., George F. 
Murray, employee, Purity Ice Cream 
Co. Pasteurizing Plant City Road.  
Samuel Semple, chauffeur, Purity Ice 
Cream. Cream.  Adolphus L. Stern, manager, 
Purity Ice Cream Co., h 9 Gooderich.  
Frederick Stern, proprietor, Lancaster 
Dairy Farm, h 14 Peter.  Gustave 

Stern, ice cream maker, Purity Ice 
Cream Co., bds 9 Gooderich.  Herman 
Stern, foreman, Purity Ice Cream, bds 
14 Peter.  Miss. Nellie Stern, proprietor, 
Lancaster Dairy, 3 Prince Edward, bds 
Y.W.C.A.  Richard Thorne, teamster 
Purity Ice Cream. R. Clinton Wetmore, 
accountant, Purity Ice Creamaccountant, Purity Ice Cream
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In May 1930 the 
Purity Ice Cream 
Company acquired 
land from the 
Smith Foundry 
Company Limited 
to expand their 
present location present location 
(Book 211, No. 
82682, 
pp.277-279).  It 
might be worth 
mentioning that 
the 1926 Frederic-
ton City Directory 
shows an Ewart 
Smith as an em-
ployee of the 
Purity Ice Cream 
Co.  We have no 
other city directo
ries for Fredericton 
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OHN MCKINLAY was born in 
Paisley, Scotland in 1894 to An-
thony and Janet (Muir) McKin-
lay. The family immigrated to 

Amherst, Nova Scotia in 1906 and it 
was there that McKinlay went to 
school and became a pipe fitter at the 
Canadian Car and Foundry Company. 
He later decided to study photography 
in Toronto and returned to Amherst 
where he worked for Carl Pridham as 
a professional photographea professional photographer. He 
opened the Harvey Studio in Wood-
stock, New Brunswick in 1919, the 
only portrait photographer in that 
region for many years .  Well known 
for his studio work, he also covered 
sports and other events for newspa
pers . He ran his studio until 1973 and 
passed away on November 24, 1985. 

The album came to the Provincial Ar-
chives of New Brunswick in July 
2015. It is large and leather bound, 
containing 251 photos, all taken by 
John Muir McKinlay. The photos are 
black and white and are of varying 
sizes—from 2x3, 3.5x5, to 4x6—and 
are mounted on construction, paare mounted on construction, pa-
per-like pages with typed descriptions 
pasted next to many of them. 

The only photo that was not taken by 
McKinlay is a studio portrait of the 
man himself, and, while the name of 
the photographer is unknown, we do 
know that it was taken in a studio in 
Victoria, BC. It is unknown whether 
McKinlay himself assembled the 
album.   album.    A note recording his birth 
and death dates was certainly added 
later by another party after McKin-
lay’s death.  Judging by the apparent 
age and style of the album, perhaps 
the most probable scenario is that  it 
was put together within McKinlay’s 
lifetime (c. 1920s-1940s), likely by 
the photographer himself.  Further, 
given the similarity between the cap-
tion for McKinlay’s birth and death 
and the other captions throughout the 

album, it is reasonable to believe that all of 
the captions were added posthumously, 
perhaps by a family member, friend, or by 
a member of the Carleton County Histori-
cal Society. In any case the subjects of the 
album very likely represent the three most 
historic events that McKinlay ever had the 
opportunity to witness in his long photoopportunity to witness in his long photo-
graphic career.

The images range from ca.1914-1919 and 
document three distinct events. The first is 
the Canadian Siberian Expedition, where 
McKinlay was the Regimental Photogra-
pher for the 260th Battalion of the Canadi-
an Expeditionary Forces. There are images 
of military bases, towns, Japanese, Ameri
can, and Canadian soldiers, Russian, Japa-
nese, and Mongolian locals, drills, compe-
titions, and spectacles put on by the mili-
tary at the exhibition grounds in Vladivo-
stok, Russia. There are also images of the 
headquarters staff and company photos of 
the battalion.  This group of photos was 
taken ca.1918 in or near Vladivostok, 
Russia or in other unnamed areas of 
Russia. 
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The second set of photographs 
document the Prisoner of War 
camp in Amherst, Nova Scotia. 
These photos were taken 
ca.1914-1919 with a few specif-
ically noted as having been 
taken in 1917. They feature pris-
oners of war participating in 
various activities, including 
playacting in a variety of cos-
tumes, pyramid building, physi-
cal drills, playing music, fenc-
ing, weightlifting, theatre, hand-
made crafts, gardening, and var
ious sports. As can be plainly 
seen, these photos provide an in-
credible insight into the daily 
life of the German and Austrian 
reservists and enemy sailors 
who made up the majority of the 
inmates of the Amherst intern
ment camp.  
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The third set of photos documents the 
aftermath of the Halifax Explosion in 
1917 .  There are a few images of two 
ships in collision, of tents erected for 
civilians, burial processions, and the 
building of emergency quarters. The 
rest show demolished and blown-out 
buildings.buildings.

Fleshing out the contexts of each of 
these distinct sets of photos in the 
order in which they appear in the 
album, we begin with McKinlay’s 
photos from his time as a regimental 
photographer. 

The Siberian Expedition was part of 
the Allied intervention in the Russian 
Civil War. Approximately 4,000 Ca-
nadian troops were sent to Vladivo-
stok, Russia in August 1918 in order 
to oppose the Bolshevik revolution. 
Very few Canadian soldiers actually 
saw any fighting as conflict among 
the Allies, a growing partisan guerril-
la movement, and political tensions 
on the home front dissuaded the Ca-
nadian government from moving 
inland. Only 55 troops traveled to the 
Ural Mountains to fight with the 
White Russian forces against the Red 
Army; the rest of the Canadian force 
stayed in Vladivostok and performed 
routine tasks such as guard duty and 
drills. 

There had been much opposition in 
Canada, from the general public and 
from labour organizations and politi-
cians, regarding the expedition and 
there were many that felt it was un-
necessary and not Canada’s place to 
interfere in the affairs of Russia. This 
opposition as well as the increasing 
instability of Russia eventually caused 
the Canadian troops to be withdrawn 
in May and June of 1919. 

The prisoner of war camp in Amherst, 
Nova Scotia, was built in 1914 and 
closed in 1919. It held German sol-
diers, the first group of which was 
shipped from Halifax on armed trains 
on April 17, 1915. It was the largest 
camp in Canada, housing, at one time 
in the campin the camp’s history, about 853 pris-
oners at and needing 265 guards. 
Leon Trotsky, the Soviet Marxist rev-
olutionary, theorist, and politician, 
was the camp’s most famous prisoner 
and he described the conditions in the 
camp as deplorable. As Professor 
Brian Tennyson has written, six 
in-ternees escaped and eleven of them 

died at the camp, including one who 
had been killed during a June 1915 
riot in which four other internees were 
wounded. Although the conditions 
may have been poor, McKinlay’s 
photos show that there was much to 
do for the prisoners to occupy them-
selves.selves. With the Treaty of Versailles, 
all of the prisoners were sent back to 
Germany and when the last of them 
were repatriated the camp was offi-
cially closed on September 27, 1919.

Photography during the First World 
War was limited in the first few years, 
due to censorship and restrictions on 
civilian photographers. However, in 
the second half of the war civilian 
press photographers were serving 
with the armed forces and some “were 
recommended for posts as orecommended for posts as official 
photographers by their peacetime em-
ployers” . This latter is most likely the 
position in which McKinlay found 
himself, as his recruitment papers are 
dated July 9, 1918 and he had not had 
any prior military service. 
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Speaking specifically of the Canadian Siberian 
Expeditionary Force (CSEF) photos, while they 
are all of very good quality and are a good rep-
resentation of the daily lives of the Canadian 
soldiers in Vladivostok, they are not unique in 
that they are not the only copies. “Canada’s Si-
berian Expedition” is an online, virtual exhibi
tion available in English, French, and Russian 
hosted by the University of Victoria. The site 
uses journal entries and soldier biographies to 
supplement the story of the expedition, and the 
digital archive contains 2252 entries comprised 
of mostly photographs with some newspaper 
articles from various archives, collections, and 
newspapers including Library andnewspapers including Library and Archives 
Canada, the Canadian War Museum, and the 
British Columbia Archives. Many photographs 
in this database are McKinlay’s own, and they 
are the same as several of those found in the 
album. 

Since McKinlay was a CSEF regimental pho-
tographer, it is likely that the military had their 
own prints and these have made their way to 
several archives and heritage institutions. The 
album however is unique as it represents a de-
liberate assemblage and arrangement of materi-
al. Further, and perhaps more significantly, the 
photos of the Halifax explosion and those docu-
menting life in the Amherst internment camp 
perhaps no longer exist anywhere else save as 
part of McKinlay’s album. Finally, in the case 
of the Amherst camp, specifically, McKinlay’s 
keen eye and well-preserved album of prints 
have left us with an invaluable historical record 
of one of the lesser-known elements of Cana-
da’s World War One experience.  

 1 Hillary Roberts, “Photography,” 1914-1918 online: International Encyclopedia of the First World War, ed. Daniel Ute, Peter Gatrell, Oliver Janz, Heather Jones, Jennifer Keene, Alan Kramer, and Bill 

Nasson, (Berlin: Freie Universität Berlin, 2014), http://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/article/photography
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