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In February of this year, Canada Post released a commemorative stamp  
 for the community of Willow Grove, located east of the City of Saint  
 John. The community forms the core of what was the “African Settle-

ment” set aside by the New Brunswick colonial government for Black 
refugees fleeing the United States during the War of 1812.

For more than twenty-five years, the new settlers fought to get permanent 
grants to that tract of land near Loch Lomond. It was not until 1837, when 
74 refugees finally received their 55-acre lots, which they had been “tem-
porarily” occupying by a special license. Many of these settlers struggled 
to subsist and often found it necessary to migrate to the city to survive.1   

Eliza Taylor was one of those original Black refugees. What we know of 
Eliza is revealed principally in her death notice carried in the Saint John 
Evening Gazette for July 2nd, 1889.2 Although she seems to have had a 
long residency at Willow Grove, her later years from the 1870s were spent 
as a widow, living with her son, John D. Taylor, in South End, Saint John.3 

Born Eliza Fisher in Richmond, Virginia, in 1783, she was a slave on the 
plantation of Royal Dobbins, reputed to be master of 200–300 slaves or 
more commonly called “chattels”. At around four years of age, she, along 
with nearly 400 other slaves were carried by a British man-of-war des-
tined for Halifax. However, due to the lateness of the winter season, the 
ship was diverted to Bermuda until the spring. By then the captain was 
ordered to Saint John as their official destination, and upon arrival, Eliza 
became attached to the James Peters household in Gagetown as a servant 
for the next fifteen years. Around the year 1800, she fled the estate, met 
James Taylor of French Village, and they were married by Parson Willis 
of Saint John. Within a few years, they joined other free Blacks who were 
granted lands by the Crown in the Loch Lomond area.

COVER PHOTO: Carte de visite of Eliza Taylor by James Notman, ca. 1872. 
(P256 – Saint John Public Library Collection.)

During their residency at Willow Grove, they had at 
least one son, who may have been John Daniel Taylor, 
a.k.a. Daniel. Sometime prior to the 1870s, they moved 
into the city, as she is included in McAlpine’s Business 
Directory in 1872.4 At the time of her death, she was 
survived by him and one grandson, Henry Thompson, 
along with five great grandchildren. In 1889, she died 
at the Alms House in Saint John at an estimated age 
of over 105 years.5 She was remembered by Saint John 
residents for her peddler stand on the corner of Sydney 
Street and King Square near her home where she bar-
gained over “a few brush brooms, a pair of chickens or 
a pail of berries…”.6 

Eliza’s most outstanding feature known to the public 
was her appearance in long flowing dresses with many 
colourful skirts accompanied by a parasol. Often the 
dress was matched with a straw hat decorated with 
ribbons and flowers. This fashion style was popularly 
known as “Dolly Varden”, named after a character 
found in the 1839 Charles Dickens novel, Barnaby 
Rudge, and worn fashionably between 1869–75. A 
song written by Alfred Lee, an American, in 1872, 
captures the flavour of the costume:

Have you seen my little girl? She doesn’t wear a bonnet. 
She’s got a monstrous flip-flop hat with cherry ribbons on it. 
She dresses in bed furniture just like a flower garden 
A blowin’ and a growin’ and they call it Dolly Varden 7 

As late as 1904, the local city promotional magazine, 
The Gripsack, carried an article and a picture of Eliza, 
who was affectionately referred to as the “Belle of 
Loch Lomond” under its header of Old Time Local 
Celebrities.8 The recently identified photo taken by 
George F. Simonson matches the date of her appear-
ance on the streets of Saint John in 1872. Simonson 
had a studio and gallery at 71 Prince William Street 
near the old Bank of New Brunswick.9

An anonymous author at the time penned a poem in 
honour of her photo being taken by Simonson, called 
“The Colored Dolly Varden”, encompassing eight 
verses.10 During the course of her ride through the city 
to have her photo taken by Simonson, she was chap-
eroned by Robert “Bob” Bustin, well-known teamster 
and horse trainer. The report indicated that a large 

Stamps issued by Canada Post for Black History Month of Willow Grove, New Brunswick and Amber Valley, Alberta, 
February 2021. The Willow Grove stamp features two former residents of the community, Alexander Diggs and 
Eliza Taylor, who were forced to relocate to Saint John due to poor farming conditions and lack of assistance.

1 W.A. Spray, Blacks in New Brunswick, Fredericton, 1972, pp. 42-51.
2 Saint John Evening Gazette 2 July 1889.
3 McAlpine’s Business Directory, 1872, 1875, 1881. In 1872, she lived at 9 Leinster Street but by 
1882 had moved to 224 Sydney Street which put her very close to King Square.

4 They appear in the 1851 census for Simonds Parish.
5 Provincial Archives of New Brunswick, Vital Statistics, Death 
Certificates.
6 Saint John Evening Gazette 2 July 1889.
7 Wikipedia, Dolly Varden (costume).
8 “Old-Time Local Celebrities: Liza Taylor, The Belle of Loch Lo-
mond, in Her ‘Dolly Varden” Suit”, The Gripsack, July, 1904, p.5.
9 McAlpine’s Business Directory, 1872–73.
10 “Liz Taylor, the Belle of Loch Lomond, in Her ‘Dolly Varden’ Suit”, 
The Gripsack, July, 1904.
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gathering of citizens accompanied her carriage from her home at Leinster 
Street north of King Square around the Square and down King Street to 
Prince William St.  She exhibited her fashionably flowered dress with a 
polonaise overskirt made from chintz or cotton. 

A colourized photo of Eliza Taylor 
by George F. Simonson, 1872. 
(Courtesy of the New Brunswick Museum.)

In addition to Simonson’s photo of 
August 1872, a photo of Taylor was 
taken by James Notman, brother 
of William Notman of Montreal 
fame, and is part of P256 – Saint 
John Public Library Collection, 
PANB. Remarkably, the photos of 
Eliza Taylor are the some of the 
earliest known photographs taken 
in New Brunswick of a Black 
person. Her photo was used earlier 
this year by Canada Post to com-
memorate the establishment of 
the community of Willow Grove. 
However, she is not named in any 
of the historical overviews for 
the release of the stamp. Taylor’s 
story stands out at a time when 
racialized women faced enormous 
challenges, especially as an older 
woman who in her later years 
worked hard to earn a living in 
New Brunswick’s Port City. 

ROGER P. NASON 

Efforts by women to bring   
 equality into sporting activi- 
 ties in the Maritimes in the 

1890s met with mixed results. 
None was more noticeable than in 
the emergence of ladies’ hockey 
in Fredericton by the turn of the 
century.

Sheldon Gillis at Saint Mary’s 
University surveyed the state of 
hockey within women’s sporting 
activities in his Master’s thesis 
in 1994 but almost entirely from 
sources focussing on Nova Scotia 
and particularly university set-
tings. By 1900, many colleges and 
universities were being pressed for inclusion of hockey 
in women’s competitive sports. Although prevailing at-
titudes among administrators still reinforced a stereo-
type of the frail Victorian woman, progress was being 
made on campuses at University of Toronto, Mount 
Allison, Dalhousie and Acadia.1

However, progress to form community-based ladies 
hockey clubs was stalled until 1904–5. Ten years 
earlier, women in Saint John played exhibition games 
against men but they were restricted to the “right” 

social class. Often games were not open to the public 
and were looked upon as light entertainment for a 
select few.2 Although friendly games were held with 
Fredericton and Moncton, The Saint John Daily Sun 
reported in March 1895 “that some of the women 
hockey players are very swift skaters and can dodge 
with the puck to equal some of the best of the gentle-
man players.”3 By the next season, the newspaper cited 
the formation of a Ladies’ Hockey League in the city 
and plans for its first practice at the Singer Rink.4

Fredericton was not far behind in the forming of their 
own hockey club and made arrangements to use the 
rink on George Street.5 Certainly the social accept-
ability of ladies’ hockey was prevalent if you judge by 
the number of advertisements promoting the sale of 
ladies’ hockey sticks before 1901.6 However, the emer-
gence of an organized team in Fredericton seemed to 
stall until the winter season of 1903. A report in the 
Daily Gleaner for November spoke in optimistic terms 
for a ladies’ initiative. “In other cities”, it proclaimed, 
“the young ladies have organized hockey teams and 
play the game with a snap and skill which would open 

Advertisement for ladies’ skates, Saint John Daily Telegraph, December 11th, 1901. 

1 Sheldon Gillis, “Putting It on Ice: A Social History of Hockey in 
the Maritimes, 1880–1914 (Unpublished M.A. Thesis, Saint Mary’s 
University, 1994) pp. 99–102.
2 Saint John Daily Telegraph, 5 February 1895.
3 Mentioned in Brian Flood, Saint John: A Sporting Tradition, 1785– 
1985. Neptune Publishing, 1985, p. 85.
4 Saint John Daily Telegraph, 16 December 1895.
5 Daily Gleaner, 22 December 1896.
6 Moncton Daily Times, 27 December 1897; Daily Gleaner, 22 No-
vember 1898; Saint John Daily Telegraph, 11 December 1901.
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the eyes of the boys.”7 Should Fredericton develop a 
team like Mount Allison and Acadia, the newspaper 
predicted that University of New Brunswick ladies 
would draw on their example and form a team.

It is difficult to pinpoint who inspired the Frederic-
ton girls to form an organized team but news reports 
suggest one catalyst was Hazel Palmer, a young lady 
attending Mount Allison. Born in Fredericton in 1884, 
the daughter of John and Carrie (nee Kilburn) Palmer, 
Hazel graduated from the Fredericton Model School 
on Queen Street and began attending Mount Allison 
Ladies’ College by 1902. Although eventually a gradu-
ate of the Conservatory of Music where she excelled in 
violin, Hazel seems to have had a hidden passion for 
hockey. By her second year she was named Captain of 
their hockey team and frequent games were arranged 
between the Ladies’ College and a team of ladies from 
the town of Sackville.8

During the winter season of 1903, Hazel took the 
initiative. Possibly through her parents, owners of the 
prominent shoe tannery John Palmer Company, she 
convinced their neighbour and competitor — Hartt 
Boot and Shoe Factory — to form a ladies’ hockey 
team. The Gleaner announced that a ladies’ company 
team “caused quite some talk in this city.” Having just 
finished a new factory on York Street in 1899, Odber 
Hartt may have seen the move as a marketing strategy 
to promote the sale of ladies’ boots, shoes, and eventu-
ally skates. It also seems plausible that if Hazel could 
not convince her father to sponsor a ladies’ team, then 
her uncle, John Kilburn, who was a major shareholder 
in both companies, was more receptive. Moreover, 
John Palmer was immersed in local politics in 1903– 
04 when he was Mayor of Fredericton and not inclined 
to be involved in Hazel’s sporting pursuits.9 Incidental-
ly, John Palmer was also the President and one of the 
organizers of the men’s Fredericton Hockey League in 
1902.10

In December 1903, it was rumoured that the Hartt 
Shoe ladies’ team was practicing to challenge the Fred-
ericton Trojans, the men’s league leader. Sarcastically, 
the Gleaner reporter noted: “The young lady players 
were out last night spinning off fast miles at the Arctic 
Rink in an endeavor to reduce their weight and get into 
a good condition generally for a gruelling contest.”11 
While this team may have been formed just for the 
season, other ladies’ teams had sprouted up in Saint 
John, as well as Halifax, Windsor, Truro, Amherst, 
Lunenburg, Annapolis and Springhill, Nova Scotia.12

Other college classmates of Hazel’s who certainly 
would have encouraged the initiative were the Payson 
girls from Fredericton, Jennie and Beatrice. Graduates 
of the Fredericton Model School, Hazel and Jennie 
were close friends and pursued musical interests at 
college. Beatrice, although four years younger, eventu-
ally attended the college and became a member of the 
hockey team.13

Beatrice Payson called upon classmates of the Model 
School and enthusiasts of skating events Myrtle Lot-
timer, Trixie Love, Agnes Flanagan, Stella McCath-
erine, Minnie Parker, and Eva Staples to consider an 
organized team in November 1903. The editor of the 

Mount Allison Ladies’ Hockey Team 1902–3, Hazel Palmer, center, and Faye Camber, second from right. 
(Courtesy of Mount Allison University Archives.)

Advertisement for ladies’ hockey skates, The Daily Gleaner, 
November 22nd, 1898. 

Advertisement for ladies’ hockey skates at Tweeddale & Co 
in Fredericton, The Daily Gleaner, November 10th, 1902.

Daily Gleaner felt certain that “many of the young la-
dies in this city are speedy and strong skaters and with 
a little practice would make fine hockey players. It is 
a noble game and should be participated in by both 
sexes.”14 He went on to suggest that Marysville might 
offer a separate ladies’ team and that play could be 
undertaken at the Arctic Rink owned by A.E. Hanson. 
It took another season of organization and practice to 
get ready for an inaugural game.

By February 1905, posters were going up across the 
city to announce the first ladies’ game of the Freder-
icton Greylings hockey team against a team of ladies 
coming from Saint John.  It is conceivable the Grey-
lings were a reincarnation of the Hartt team from the 
previous season. On the 22nd, the game kicked off to 
an enthusiastic crowd of 1,000 at the Arctic Rink on 
Carleton Street. Minnie Parker took up goalkeeper, 

7 Daily Gleaner, 30 November 1903.
8 Provincial Archives of New Brunswick, hereafter PANB, Vital Sta-
tistics; Daily Gleaner, 5 December 1904 and 25 August 1905.
9 Daily Gleaner, 5 December 1904 and 13 July 1915. W. Austin 
Squires, History of Fredericton: The Last 200 Years. Centennial Print 
& Litho, 1980, p. 87.
10 Daily Gleaner, 17 December 1902.

11 Daily Gleaner, 16 December 1903.
12 Daily Gleaner, 30 November 1903 and 5 December 1904; Saint John 
Daily Telegraph, 29 February 1904.
13 Daily Gleaner, 15 December 1897; 22 December 1899; 10 January 
1906; PANB, Vital Statistics; Ancestry.com, New Brunswick Census 
1901–1921.
14 Daily Gleaner, 30 November 1903.
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Annie Wilson on point, Agnes Flanagan played cover 
point, Eva Staples as rover, Stella McCatherine at 
centre, Myrtle Lottimer, right wing, and Beatrice Pay-
son at left wing. Although the more experienced and 
physically larger Saint John team was expected to win, 
the audience was surprised by the close score of one to 
zero, “but the local girls surprised everybody includ-
ing their manager, Miss Lillian Massie”.15

The reporter took special note of the game being the 
first inter-city hockey match to be played in East-
ern Canada composed of female players. While “the 
spectators who attended were induced to go to the 
rink more on account of the novelty of the affair than 
with the expectation of seeing fast hockey. They had 
an amusing novelty served them and besides that they 
saw really fast hockey.”16 Within a week, another game 
was scheduled for February 28th in Saint John at the 
Queen’s Rink.

The Greylings came attired in their official uniform 
of grey skirts, grey sweaters with the letter “F” on the 
front, along with a red sash and wearing grey toques 
with red trimmings. For their first out-of-town game, 
they were managed by Albert Edgar Hanson, man-
ager of the Arctic Rink, and chaperoned by his wife 
and Mrs. E.J. Payson, wife of the Fredericton Daily 
Gleaner editor and parent of player Beatrice Payson. 

The Saint John team wore dark skirts, white sweaters, 
and blue and white sashes. The final score was tied at 
one to one.17

Energized by their first out-of-town game, the Grey-
lings were anxious to play another ladies’ team. In No-
vember 1903, it was rumoured that Marysville might 
form a team but that did not materialize. With news 
that Woodstock had recruited a team, Greylings 
captain, Beatrice Payson arranged with her old class-
mate from Mount Allison, Faye Camber, now the 
Woodstock captain, to play at the Arctic Rink on 
March 10th, 1905. The Greylings came away with a 
narrow 1–0 victory with the addition of Trixie Love 
from Marysville at centre to replace Agnes Flanagan.18 

On March 10th, the Century Rink in Woodstock was 
overflowing with a crowd of 700, the largest turnout 
ever held in the arena. The two teams went at it “ham-
mer and tongs without being successful in the scoring.” 
The Daily Gleaner reported that the game was “far su-
perior to what had been expected here and the exhibi-

tion of stick handling by the visitors was a revelation.” 
Officials even added a five-minute overtime in hopes 
of a tie breaker.19 

Their success over Woodstock and tie with a more 
experienced team from Saint John must have boosted 
their confidence. In a summary of the season, the 
Gleaner editor noted that “the Greylings proved 
themselves the equal of any ladies’ team in Eastern 
Canada.” However, men’s teams were not taking them 
seriously as a permanent part of the community. When 
a challenge went out by the UNB Collegians to hold 
a benefit game, the ladies knew it would be a farce. 
UNB turned up wearing skirts with their left hands 
tied behind their backs. Although the Greylings scored 
five goals to two for UNB, it did not diminish the 
event as a laughable affair for spectators.20

With the end of the 1905 season, many of the young la-
dies had turned their attentions back to school and col-
lege studies. Rekindling interest in the ladies’ hockey 
team the next fall was not fruitful. Perhaps the lack 

of support to get recognized by the male-dominated 
New Brunswick Hockey Association was too big an 
obstacle. While college teams might be permitted but 
not officially sanctioned as varsity status, they could 
survive. Community clubs would be at the mercy of 
support from family, neighbours and local business; 
not to mention the struggle to get ice time for practice 
and games at the Arctic Rink. 

The newspapers appear to be silent on any mention 
of ladies’ participation in hockey until the emergence 
locally of the U.N.B. ladies’ team in the 1912–13 sea-
son.21 Not until the end of the decade did other women 
step up to replace those first activists to recognize the 
role and need for an organized community hockey 
team for women. 

ROGER P. NASON

The interior of the Artic Rink, Carleton St., Fredericton, opened in 1902. (P194-706)

Mount Allison Ladies Hockey Team, 1907–8, Beatrice Payson, third from left. (Courtesy of Mount Allison University Archives.)

15 Daily Gleaner, 23 February 1905.
16 Ibid.
17 Saint John Daily Telegraph, 1 March 1905.
18 Daily Gleaner, 7 March and 10 March 1905.

19 Daily Gleaner, 11 March 1905.
20 Daily Gleaner, 27 March 1905.
21 Daily Gleaner, 11 March 1913.
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history. Her book of litho-
graphs of Views of British 
America (as she titled the 
series of prints in her ads) 
marked an important mo-
ment in publishing history 
for Saint John. Pendleton’s of 
Boston managed the printing 
and tinting, while binding 
the folio with a slipcase was 
done locally in Saint John, 
likely by Henry Chubb or 
John Hooper.

Mrs. Hall was more open 
with details of her activities 
and artistic endeavors, both 
publishing in newspapers 
more frequently, and relay-
ing more personal informa-

tion in these advertisements than Mrs. Hanford. She 
first returns to Saint John in March from the Niagara 
region of Ontario in 1834, and quickly reaches out to 
collaborate with local artist Thomas H. Wentworth. 

She also taught some music-related skills, including 
singing, piano, and guitar. She invited the public to 
view examples of her artwork at Mr. McMillan’s Book 
Store, the Circulating Library, and at her house on the 
lower end of Prince William Street. There is some evi-
dence, based on Mrs. Charles Hanford’s death notice 
in the Liverpool Mercury in 1840 that she was born 
Margaret Pye and was the daughter of John Bridge 
Pye, a Liverpool music-seller.2 According to a Liver-
pool marriage register, Margaret Pye married Isaac 
Charles Hanford, a mariner in 1813; they eventually 
settled in Saint John.3

At PANB there are reproductions of six lithographs in 
P305 – Mayes Collection, executed by an ‘M.G. Hall’, 
thought to be a Mary G. Hall. They depict images of 
Saint John, N.B., and the Maritimes, ranging from 
Partridge Island to Digby, Nova Scotia, and are seen 
as important additions to New Brunswick’s visual 

In researching the lives and careers of early Saint John
 artists, two female painters, a Mrs. M. (Mary) G. 
 Hall and Mrs. Charles Hanford, stand out in a male 

dominated sphere. Even though both were well-travelled 
artists who were active around 1834 and 1835 and 
briefly ran art schools in Saint John, they remain fairly  
mysterious figures to us. We know next to nothing about  
their early lives, families, or even their full names. How-
ever, by searching contemporary newspapers, including 
the New Brunswick Courier and the City Gazette I was 
able to nail down some details of their careers as artists 
and teachers in Saint John. The New Brunswick Courier 
seems to have been a favorite newspaper of the two 
artists, as most of the evidence I found for them came 
from advertisements placed within.

Mrs. Chas. Hanford (or “Mrs. H” as she was referred to  
in the ads) returned to Saint John in 1835 from England. 
She had experienced “liberal patronage” for thirteen 
years in Saint John and looked forward to returning to 
the city. After having taken time to improve her artistic 
abilities in England, Mrs. Hanford planned to use these 
skills to open an academy for the arts. On the 24th of 
September 1836, she ran ads for this school in both the 
New Brunswick Courier and the British Colonist, in 
which she outlined private lessons to young ladies, and 
a separate class for young gentlemen, in addition to 
her regular hours at her Music, Drawing and Painting 
Academy on Germain Street.1 It’s unclear from the ad-
vertisement whether her regular classes were intended 
only for young women, but it seems likely.

Mrs. Hanford was very familiar with print coloring 
using various materials as canvases. This included 
painting on surfaces like satin, wood, glass, pottery, 
and marble, as well as Grecian painting (hand color-
ing engravings) and figure and landscape drawing. 

Ad for Mrs. Charles Hanford’s Academy in the 
British Colonist Mechanics and Traders Advocate, 

August 2nd, 1836.

 “Partridge Island and the harbour of St. John, N.B.”, lithograph by Mrs. M.G. Hall 
from her book Views of British North America. (P305-2)

Death Notice of Mrs. Charles Hanford, Liverpool Mercury, 
April 3rd 1840.

1 “Music Drawing and Painting Academy”, British Colonist Mechan-
ics and Traders Advocate, August 2nd, 1836.

2 “Death Notice”, Liverpool Mercury, April 3rd, 1840.
3 Liverpool, UK Anglican marriages for 1813, Isaac Charles Hanford 
to Margaret Pye, line 180.

Ad by Saint John artist Thomas H. Wentworth, praising the 
work of Mrs. Hall, Saint John City Gazette, March 1834.
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A regular advertiser in the 
City Gazette, Wentworth 
specialized in portraits and 
was keen to attract view-
ers. He saw the opportunity 
to further market himself 
by displaying Mrs. Hall’s 
watercolour landscapes and 
penciling alongside his own 
works, showering praises on 
her abilities.4 

In 1834, Mrs. Hall spent 
the summer in Saint John 
at the “solicitations of a few 
friends,”5 living at a cottage 
in Queen’s Square. Here she 
began to offer art lessons for 
varying styles, including for 
oil and fresco painting, pen-
ciling, painting on glass and velvet, and other styles. 
She displayed examples of her art at her house and 
invited potential students to come and examine her 
works. She fell sick sometime during this period, but 
following her recovery, she posted in mid-November 
an advertisement for the re-opening of her school. She 
had moved from the cottage in Queen’s Square to the 
house of Mr. T. Reed at Reed’s Point.

By this point, Mrs. Hall had built up a base of interest-
ed subscribers, communicating first in February and 
then April of 1835 the progress of her Views of British 
America prints. In February, she invited the public to 
visit Mr. McMillan’s Book Store, where there would 
be the opportunity to view the lithographs and sub-
scribe to obtain their own copies. By March she had 
sent the lithographs off to Boston for reproduction, 
and received her subscribers’ copies in late April, after 
which she began to distribute them.

In 1834 there were at least five art schools in New 
Brunswick and a sixth to follow in 1835.6 Given the 
tenuous and peripatetic nature of such work in that era 
it is not surprising we know little about Hall, Hanford 
and the others. Thankfully, the advertisements in 
Saint John newspapers provide a brief glimpse into the 
lives of these women and their contribution to the rich 
visual history of New Brunswick.

GABRIEL VIANA

 “The City of St. John – New Brunswick”, lithograph by Mrs. M. G. Hall 
from her book Views of British North America. (P305-1) 

Ad for Mrs. Hall in the New Brunswick Courier, 
June 28th, 1834.

4 “A card”, Saint John City Gazette, March 1834. 
5 “Removal – Drawing Academy”, New Brunswick Courier, June 28th, 
1834. 
6 George MacBeath, “Artists in New Brunswick’s Past: in Arts in 
New Brunswick eds. Tweedie Cogswell, MacNutt.

Among the most prominent Canadian Artists of the
  20th century, Pegi Nicol MacLeod left a   
 significant impression on the Fredericton art 

community which has continued long after her passing 

in 1949. Letters from Pegi Nicol MacLeod contained 
within The Hazel (Parks) MacLeod fonds (MC3962) 
and the Madge Smith fonds (MC168) shed light on the 
close relationship between MacLeod and Fredericton’s 

emerging and established artists in the 
period surrounding the Second World 
War. 

Pegi Nicol MacLeod was born Margaret 
Kathleen Nichol in Listowel, Ontario in 
1904. She spent her formative years in 
Ottawa and Toronto and studied at the 
Art Association of Ottawa School.1 At 
the age of 19 she enrolled in the École 
des Beaux Arts de Montreal.2 In 1936 
MacLeod joined the Canadian Society of 
Painters in watercolour, and the following 
year became a member of the prestigious 
Canadian Group of Painters.3

In 1936, she married Norman MacLeod, 
and the pair moved to New York City. In 
1940, MacLeod and her husband visited 
Fredericton for the first time, as Norman 
MacLeod was looking to settle there per-
manently. The Second World War would 
prevent this from happening, however, 

Pegi Nicol MacLeod painting outdoors beside 
the Old Arts Building, University of New 
Brunswick, ca. 1940s. (P120-23-1 Madge Smith Collection)

1 Harper, J. Russell. “Pegi Nicol MacLeod: A Mari-
time Artist.” The Dalhousie Review (1963).
2 Brandon, Laura. Pegi by herself: the life of Pegi 
Nicol MacLeod, Canadian artist. McGill-Queen’s 
Press-MQUP, 2005.
3 Harper, J. Russell. “Pegi Nicol MacLeod: A Mari-
time Artist.” The Dalhousie Review (1963).



Autumn 2021 Number 5214 15

the couple would return to the city every 
year.4 Her first visit to Fredericton left a 
deep impression on MacLeod, and she 
believed the city to be the prefect location 
for the establishment of an experimental 
art training scheme. She and Margaret 
Mackenzie, the wife of UNB president 
Norman McKenzie, came across the dis-
used Brydone Jack Observatory, located on 
the UNB Campus, and sought to transform 
the building into a space for a program that 
would be the first of its kind in the country. 

Permission and support were soon ob-
tained from the University, and MacLeod 
and Mackenzie immediately began to 
refurbish the observatory as a space for 
exhibitions and lectures. A month after the 
opening of the centre, MacLeod returned 
to New York after her husband had been 
unable to secure permanent employment in 
Fredericton. 

Pegi Nicol MacLeod developed a close 
circle of friends in Fredericton, includ-
ing local photographer and artist Madge 
Smith. Although MacLeod is mainly noted 
for her vibrant portraits and landscapes, 
and her work as a war artist, she also pro-
duced several hooked rugs, which Madge 
Smith sold in her downtown Fredericton 
store. Smith and MacLeod would remain 
in close correspondence until MacLeod’s death, and 
Smith provided MacLeod with personal and profes-
sional advice as her career began to flourish.

Included in the Madge Smith fonds are over 250 pages 
of letters exchanged between MacLeod and Smith 
beginning in early 1940s and continuing until Janu-
ary 1949, less than a month before MacLeod’s passing. 
The final letter is addressed from a hospital in New 
York City, in which MacLeod expresses optimism for 
an upcoming exhibition in Ottawa as well as her hope 
to return to the UNB Art Centre in the Summer.5  

The University of New Brunswick Art Centre remains 
in operation and recently celebrated its 75th anniver-
sary. The foundation laid by MacLeod at the centre 
would attract several prominent Canadian artists over 

the years including Bruno Bobak, Molly Lamb Bobak 
and Marjory Donaldson.

Pegi Nicol MacLeod passed away from cancer at the 
age of 45.

HOLDEN O’DONNELL

The Brydone Jack Observatory, ca. 1940s. With the help 
of UNB President Norman Mackenzie and his wife 

Margaret, Pegi Nicol MacLeod helped refurbish the 
disused observatory as a space for exhibitions 

and lectures. (P120-23-12 Madge Smith Collection)

4 Morley, P. “Daffodils in Winter—The Life and Letters of Macleod, 
Pegi, Nicol-Murray, J.” (1986): 155–156.
5 Pegi Nicol MacLeod to Madge Smith, January 10, 1949. PANB 
MC168 Madge Smith Fonds.

Both at home in New Brunswick and around the 
 globe, the 2020 coronavirus pandemic has 
  proven to be a tremendous source of anxiety 

and uncertainty. For many, it was like nothing they had 
experienced. However, New Brunswick did undergo 
a previous public health crisis that temporarily shut 
down the province and plagued citizens with fear: the 
Spanish influenza of 1918. The province experienced 
the worst wave of the pandemic during the fall of 1918. 
By its end, New Brunswick suffered over 35,000 cases 
and lost approximately 1400 citizens.1 Within PANB’s 
collections, namely MC3682 Eileen Pettigrew fonds 
and RS136 Records of the Deputy Minister of Health, 
we can piece together how the pandemic impacted 
New Brunswick citizens through their own words. In 
particular, records held at PANB help to trace women’s 
experiences and contributions during the pandemic. 
Often neglected in the pandemic’s historical record, 
women nursed New Brunswickers back to health while 
often shouldering their families’ emotional labour, 
enabling the province to persevere through a major 
traumatic event.

Nursing was one avenue of employment in the public 
sphere wherein New Brunswick women served their 
province. Although many middle- and upper-class 
women’s labour remained in the domestic sphere, ap-
proximately fifteen per cent of girls and women aged 
ten and older were in the workforce by 1918.2 With 
men fighting overseas, an increased number of women 
worked in factories or on farms to assist both local and 
national economies.3 Employment opportunities were 
also available to women within the field of medicine. 

Around the time of the Spanish influenza, a select 
few female doctors practiced in New Brunswick. For 
example, between 1917 and 1935, Dr. Mabel Louise 
Hannington was the Medical Director of Schools in 
Saint John as well as Dr. Mary Elizabeth MacLeod of 
Carsonville, Kings County, and Dr. Maria Juanita de 
Olloqui, who based most of her career in Northum-
berland County.4 Despite these exceptions, nursing 
remained the main career opportunity for women 
interested in medicine. 

According to historian Shawna M. Quinn, many 
New Brunswickers considered nursing an acceptable 
pursuit for women as it was a natural progression from 
the caretaking roles young women were encouraged to 
undertake.5 A 23 October 1918 article in Fredericton’s 
Daily Gleaner documented how the female propensity 
to nurture was ingrained in girls at a young age. When 
her family fell ill with influenza, a nine-year-old in 
Fredericton had to chop wood and manage her house-

1 Jane E. Jenkins, “Baptism of Fire: New Brunswick’s Public Health 
Movement and the 1918 Influenza Epidemic,” Canadian Bulletin of 
Medical History 24 (2007): 317; 336.
2 Elspeth Tulloch, We, the Undersigned: A Historical Overview 
of New Brunswick Women’s Political and Legal Status 1784–1984 
(Moncton, NB: New Brunswick Advisory Council on the Status of 
Women, 1985): xvii.
3 Shawna M. Quinn, Agnes Warner and the Nursing Sisters of the 
Great War (Fredericton, NB: Goose Lane, 2010): 7.
4 W. Brenton Stewart, Medicine in New Brunswick: A History of the 
Practice of Medicine in the Province of New Brunswick (Fredericton, 
NB: The New Brunswick Medical Society, 1974): 87–9.
5 Quinn, Agnes Warner and the Nursing Sisters of the Great War, 15.
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hold until relieved by neighbours who intervened and 
lent assistance.6 Although the article served as a warn-
ing of how influenza could lead to community break-
down, the young girl successfully abided by cultural 
codes and assumed the role of caregiver. Likewise, 
Saint John citizen Christine Fewings recalled witness-
ing a grandmother battling illness to prepare food for 
her grandson when his parents contracted, and eventu-
ally died from, influenza.7 As such, the societal expec-
tation for women to put the needs of others above their 
own prevailed throughout a woman’s entire life.

By upholding traditional female roles in public, nurses 
enjoyed the financial independence, mobility, and 
sense of fulfillment that came with professional em-
ployment. In the nineteenth century, Canada increas-
ingly established nursing schools, including one at the 
Saint John General Hospital in 1888.8 When influenza 
broke out in October 1918, New Brunswick nurses 
restored patients back to health and provided comfort 
during final moments. Their work proved vital but 
dangerous; in many cases, nurses contracted influenza 
themselves. In October 1918, the Victoria Hospital in 
Fredericton temporarily shut down when all its nursing 
staff fell ill.9 In Saint John, the influenza incapacitated 
seven of the military hospital’s nurses.10 Staff shortages,  
coupled with the volume of influenza patients, required 
volunteer nurses, such as the wartime Voluntary Aid 
Detachment (V.A.D.), to assist professionals.11 An 
undated summary of the pandemic in New Brunswick, 
found in PANB’s Records of the Deputy Minister of 
Health fonds, confirms the V.A.D.s’ importance by de-
claring: “the absolutely invaluable services of women’s 
organizations [“the V.A.D. nursing sisters, Women’s 

Institutes, Sisters of Chari-
ty...”] were able to effect most 
important results, in many 
badly stricken localities.”12 
When influenza eventually 
overwhelmed V.A.D. nurses, 
a 23 October 1918 Daily 
Gleaner article appealed 
to the public for assistance. 
Although the article called 
on all New Brunswickers, it 
singled women out:

There is an urgent need of women. 
All who have taken first aid and 

all who have taken home nursing courses, are especially 
needed at this time. Others who have not had home training, 
but have had some practical experience in caring for the sick 
can lend a helping hand. Those willing to prepare diets, and 
take care of children etc., can be of great service.13 

Two Saint John women who answered the call for 
nurses were Edna Pattison and M. Riecker. Both 
volunteered to lend their services and assist the sick, 
while insisting the threat of influenza did not scare 
them.14 Whether professional or amateur, female 
nurses helped New Brunswick through one of its 
worst public health crises. As PANB’s archival records 
have demonstrated, New Brunswick women’s medi-

cal expertise, courage, and 
compassion were essential to 
the province’s recovery.

Outside of the public sec-
tor, New Brunswick women 
managed the pandemic 
through everyday activities. 
Most family homes contained 
mothers, wives, sisters, and 
daughters who performed 
unpaid, domestic labour each 
day. Although the pandemic 
and public closures interfered 
with many routines, life had 
to continue and women kept 
mouths fed and houses clean. 
Households became com-
pletely disrupted when moth-
ers fell ill. Often, in those 
situations, families required 
outside assistance. Two popu-
lar expressions of community 
spirit exercised by women 
were caring for children 

and preparing food. New Brunswicker Verna Robin-
son Prosser remembered her grandmother in Upper 
Windsor perpetually had soup warming up on the 
stove during the pandemic to feed her neighbours.15 
Meanwhile, mothers had to cultivate a false sense of 
normalcy amidst the unprecedented, traumatic times. 
A letter written by Gertrude J. (née Griffin) Tingley, 
from Little Rocher, Albert County offers insight into 
the emotional labour New Brunswick women assumed 
within their families. Tingley wrote to Chief Medical 
Officer George Melvin on 19 November 1918, the day 
after schools reopened across the province. Concerned 
about her school-aged children contracting influenza, 
Griffin wished to keep them home but did not want to 
pay fines mandated by the local board of trustees. Her 
desperation was palpable, stating: “I am very misera-
ble and am awful scared of the influenza.”16 Moreover, 
her writing to the province’s head doctor suggests she 
exhausted all her resources and, at a loss for how to 
proceed, was frantic for any assistance.

Within both public and private spheres, the women of 
New Brunswick served their communities during a 

Records of the Deputy Minister of Health. 
PANB. (RS136-L5d3)

Isaac Erb Collection. PANB. (P11-50-2)

6 “Shamed the Neighbours,” The Daily Gleaner [Fredericton], 23 Oc-
tober 1918. MC1474: The Daily Gleaner Provincial Archives of New 
Brunswick (PANB), Fredericton.
7 Christine A. Fewings, letter to Eileen Pettigrew, 9 April 1982. 
MC3682: Eileen Pettigrew fonds, PANB, Fredericton.
8 Quinn, Agnes Warner and the Nursing Sisters of the Great War, 16; 
Tulloch, We, the Undersigned, xvii.
9 Jenkins, “Baptism of Fire,” 332.
10 “Hospitals and Nurses: New Brunswick,” The Canadian Nurses: 
A Monthly Journal for the Nursing Profession in Canada 14, no. 11 
(1918): 1429.
11 Quinn, Agnes Warner and the Nursing Sisters of the Great War, 35.
12 “The Epidemic in New Brunswick,” RS136: Records of the Deputy 
Minister of Health, 2. PANB, Fredericton.
13 “Desperate Need of Assistance Among the Sick Families,” Daily 
Gleaner, 23 October 1918. MC1474: The Daily Gleaner fonds: 
[1889–2008], F02946, PANB, Fredericton.
14 Edna Pattison, letter to Dr. William F. Roberts & M. Riecker, letter 
to Dr. William F. Roberts, RS136-L5d6: Records of the Deputy Minis-
ter of Health. PANB, Fredericton.

15 Eileen Pettigrew, The Silent Enemy: Canada and the Deadly Flu of 
1918 (Saskatoon, SK: Western Producer Prairie Books, 1983): 93.
16 Mrs. Elmer Tingley, letter to Dr. George Melvin, 19 November 
1918, RS136-L5d3: Records of the Deputy Minister of Health. PANB, 
Fredericton.

The Daily Gleaner fonds. PANB. 
(MC1474)
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time of great uncertainty. Inside makeshift hospitals 
and during home visits, professional and volunteer 
nurses risked their lives to tend to others and provide 
comfort. Perhaps less recognized due to their quiet 
nature, and tendency to be taken for granted, were the 
everyday efforts commonly undertaken by women. 
However, PANB’s collections contain proof of New 
Brunswick women’s presence and resiliency. Corre-
spondence, newspaper articles, photographs, and gov-
ernment records remind us these women existed, cared 
for those around them, and survived one of modern 
history’s worst pandemics.

This article would not have been possible without 
Margaret Hamilton’s generous support. Over the 
course of summer 2021, this funding granted me the 
ability to explore PANB’s collections, across both 
Private and Government records, and bring these 
women’s stories to life. Through the position of Assis-
tant Archivist, I enjoyed a wealth of opportunities to 
nurture my research skills and share my findings with 

others. For instance, this article only touches on one 
facet of a Spanish influenza exhibit that I prepared for 
the PANB website. Moreover, I appeared in a CBC 
Shift interview in July 2021 where I discussed case 
studies explored in this article. These opportunities 
not only deepened my appreciation for New Brunswick 
history but also elevated local women’s voices and 
rendered their stories more accessible to the public. 

KATE MacEWEN 
2021 Margaret Hamilton Summer Student

Kate MacEwen is the 2021 recipient of the Margaret 
Hamilton bursary, which enables PANB to hire stu-
dents to complete traditional (non-digital) archival 
work. She recently graduated from St. Thomas Uni-
versity with a Bachelor of Arts, honouring in History 
and English. Kate will continue her studies by pursu-
ing a Master of Arts in History at Queen’s University. 
There, she hopes to uncover more instances of female 
resiliency in Canadian history.
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